310              THE   COLLECTED  WORKS  OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI
thoughts from day to day. Compression of news and thoughts will
perhaps be better valued by the reader, if only for the special effort
it will cost so many workers to copy. The value of an elegantly
written copy of the Gita is any day greater than of the printed
copies. I notice in the Chronicle that the Bande Malar am security of
Rs. 2,000 has been forfeited. I presume, it too will have to join
the ever increasing army of handwritten newspapers. It is merely
a question of time when every non-co-operating newspaper will
be suppressed. The printing can be suppressed but the suppression
of writing is difficult. But I observe that the Orissa authorities
served notice on leaders not to write notices about recruiting volun-
teers, etc. To suppress the written word, the Government will have
to imprison the bodies of offending writers. Then will the thought
be entirely free. And the silent word of a true and tested man is
more potent than the written or the printed word of one whom
the people do not know or recognize as their own. Let no non-
co-operator with the wonderful lesson of the past three months of
repression and the consequent awakening, for a single minute feel
disturbed by the suppression of newspapers conducted in the inte-
rest of non-co-operation.
MORE WRITTEN NEWSPAPERS
Swaraj of Allahabad which had its security forfeited has come
out as a written newspaper.   It is edited by Babu Ramkrishna
Laghate.   It is elegantly written.   The art of calligraphy is going
out of fashion by reason of the introduction of printing and type-
writing.  The issuing of written newspapers, if it has to be conti-
nued long enough, is bound to result in the revival of the beautiful
art.   Some of the old manuscripts are "things of beauty and joy
for ever".   Gauhati, too, has come out with a written newspaper.
It is written both in Hindi and Assamese and is issued bi-weekly.
The price is three half paisas. Of all the three written newspapers
the Gauhati copy is the clearest for reading.  It is called the Con-
gress.   In point of calligraphy Swaraj is the best.   The Independent
print is indistinct.  Either the Roneo or the tracing on the Gyclo
must be bad.  All the three papers will have to train a special staff
of volunteers or paid workers so as to be able to issue copies that
can be deciphered as easily as the printed sheet. And they will have
to cultivate the art of compressed expression,   I feel sure that,
compactly written as all the three newspapers are, there is room for
further compression without making the thought obscure.   The
object must be to give the reader what he cannot get elsewhere
in the shape of thought or facts. The managers must see every copy